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authority as Supreme Head of the Church to a new
court, that of High Commission, the procedure of
which, despite the observance of the formalities of
law, was such as to ensure that the Crown should
almost invariably obtain a judgment in its favour.
To this body, the task of punishing the Puritans was
now entrusted, and so well did it do its work that
lew of the extreme reformers were able to preserve
their connection with the Church without doing
violence to their consciences. Contrary to the whole
spirit of the Constitution, an oath was drawn up
,1583; based upon the Canon Law, which was
administered to all who were thought to hold
Calvinistie views ; failure to take it resulted in
deprivation or other penalties, and, at the same
time, numbers of persons were prosecuted for the
publication of attacks upon the existing system and
punished in every way short of being put to death,
The English Church, indeed, ceased to preserve her
boasted mean ; she still occupied a middle position,
but she permitted no one to stand on the one side or
the other, and, abandoning her former moderation,
she became a persecuting body. And, while she thus
negatived the very principle upon which her justifi-
cation rested, she caused, by her dogmatic conduct,
the formation of new sects. Conventicles sprang up,
and the prohibitions of the government and the
anathemas of the bishops alike failed to stay the
growth of Nonconformity.

As they were the advocates of liberty of opinion
in the Church, so the Puritans were also the sup-
porters of political freedom in Parliament. At first